University of Oklahoma College of Law

University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons
American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899
9-4-1893

Report : Mr. Pettigrew

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset
Part of the Indigenous, Indian, and Aboriginal Law Commons

Recommended Citation
S.Rep. No. 16, 53d Cong., 2nd Sess., (1893)

This Senate Report is brought to you for free and open access by University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the
Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 by an authorized administrator of University of Oklahoma College of Law
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu.

53D CONGRESS,

1st Session.

l

SENATE.

REPORT
{

S

No. 16.

IN THE SEN.ATE OF THE UNITED STATES.

SEPTEMBER 4, 1893.-Ordered to be printed.

Mr. PETTIGREW, from the Committee on Public Lands, submitted the
foJlowing
·
.

REPORT:
[To accompany S. 171.J

The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred Senate bill
171, make the following report:
The Fort Totten military reservation was set aside for Indian school
purposes and placed under the control of the Secretary of the Interior
October 1, 1890. The Commissioner of Indian Affairs reports that he
sees no objection to the passage of the bill. · The tract embraces about
- - - acres on the north side of Devils Lake, North Dakota, and has
no special va1ue.
rrhe accompanying 1>a1>ers are made a l)art of the report :
UNITED STATES SENATE,

Washington, D. O., March 2.S , 1892.
Srn: By direction of the Senate Committee on Public Lands I transmit you a copy
of Senate bill 75, "Granting to the State of North Dakota certain lands heretofore
set apart as a wood reservation for Fort Totten military reservation, for the use of
the militia of North Dakota, and for other purposes/' with a request that you furnish
the committee with the views of your Department respecting the proposed legislation.
Very respectfully,
J. N. DOLPH,
Chairman Senate Committee on Public Lands.
Hon. s. B. ELKINS,
Secretary of War.
[First indorsement.J
WAR DEPARTMENT, March 29, 1892.
Respectfully returned to the chairman of the Committee on Public Lands United
States Senate, with the information that the military reservation of Fort ro'tten its
buildings and appurtenances, were set aside for Indian school purposes and placed mider the control of the Secretary of the Interior on October 1, 1890 under the provisions of the act of Congress approved July 31, 1882.
'
So far as the War Department is concerned there is no objection to the passage of
the inclosed bill.
S. B. ELKINS,
Secretary of War.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

·
Washington, March 7, 1892•
. Sm: I ~ave the honor to a?lrnow ledge the receipt, by your reference, of S. 75, "A
bill grautmg to the State of North Dakota certain lands hitherto set apart as a,
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wood reservation for Fort Totten military reservation, for the u se of the militia. of
North Dakota, and for other purposes."
In response thereto I transmit herewith copy of communication of 4th ultimo
from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, and of the 5th instant from the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, to whom the matter was referred.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
GEO. CHANDLER,
Acting Secretary.
The CHAIRMAN COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LANDS,
United States Senate.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
GEN]~RAL LAND OFFICE,
Washington, D. 0., Februm·y 4, 1892.
SIR: I am in receipt, by Departmental reference, of Senate bill No. 75, "A bill
granting to the State of North Dakota certain lands heretofore set apart as a wood.
reservation for Fort Totten military reservation, for the use of the militia of
North Dakota, and for other purposes."
In the note of reference a report, in duplicate, is requested and return of papers.
I have, therefore, to report that, as set forth in section 1 of the bill, the tract of
la~d referred to was set apart for the use and benefit ·of Fort Totten military r eservation by Executive order of February 10, 1881.
Therefore, while the tract of land designated is in a state of reservation, and used
for military purposes, I submit that it would not be proper for this office to
recommend that it be set apart for other purposes. Papers returned.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
THOS. H. CARTER,
Commissioner.
The honorable SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIA.N AFF A.IRS,
Washington, March 5, 1892.
SIR: I amin receipt, by Department reference for report, of Senate bill No. 75, Fiftysecond Congress, first session, authorizing and empowering the Secretary of the
Interior to set apart all that portion of the wooded reservation set aside for the u se
and benefit of the Fort Totten military reservation, by Executive order, dated February 10, 1881, described as follows: "That portion of the tract known as Rock Island,
bounded on the north by an east and west line, 2 miles back, or north of the southeasternmost point of said island or peninsula;" said tract being the southernmost
point of the peninsula on the north side of Devils Lake in North Dakota, known as
Rock Island, for the use of the State of North Dakota, to be used as a park for the
use of the militia of the said State, and for other puulic purposes not inconsistent
with such use.
In connection with this matter I have the honor to report that on February 8,
1892, I forwarded a copy of the said bill to W. S. Canfield, superintendent Indian
school, Fort Totten, said State, together with report dated February 4, 1892,
from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, as to the matter in question, and
directed him to make immediate report as to whether Rock Island is needed for
Indian school purposes, and how the setting apart of the same as proposed in said
bill would affect the interests of the Fort Totten Indian school.
I am now in r eceipt of a letter dated February 26, 1892, from said superintendent
stating that the said island is not needed for school purposes, and that the setting
apart of the same for the purposes as proposed in the said bill would in nowise
affect the interests of the Fort Totten Indian school, as wood for the prospective
needs of said school could be secured from Grahams Island, another military wood
reserve.
In view of the foregoing facts, I see no oujection to the setting apart of Rock
Island, a proposed in the said uill, for the use of tho • tate of orth Dakota, to be
used as a. park for the use of the militia of the said State, and for other public purpo s not incon i. tent therewith.
The paper are herewith returned.
Very re p ctfully, your obedient servant,
T. J. MORGAN,
Commi8sioner.
The Honorable ECRETARY OF TIIE INTERIOR.
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